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T-rays to detect
WMDs, cancer

Radiation technology being researched at
Adelaide University could soon make it
easier to detect weapons of mass
destruction, as well as different types of
cancer.
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Professor Derek Abbott says most
molecules vibrate under T-ray, or
Terahertz, frequency creating a unique
fingerprint of the item being looked at.

Professor Abbott says the technology is
already capable of being used in airports to
identify weapons like knives and guns, as
well as biological dangers such as anthrax.

He says T-rays are safer than X-rays and
the image created is often more detailed.

"An X-ray picture of a cancerous tumour
will just show you a shape showing there's
a tumour there, but it doesn't tell you if it's
benign or malignant,” he said.

"But with T-rays you cannot only see that
there's a lump there, but you'll be able to
tell what type of lump it is, whether it's a
good one or a bad one."

& Print

= Email

http://www.abc.net.au/news/ newsitems/200412/s1265206.htm (1 of 2)3/22/2005 7:38:21 AM

ABC Top Stories

DNA test shows Abbott not
father of 'son’

Vanstone defends policy on
asylum seekers

Police seek motive for triple
murder-suicide

Bush signs emergency
Schiavo bill

Shark victim's father
thanks authorities

Bali court jails Australian
for six months

Oil fuels record high on
stock market

Aust artists shine at SXSW
festival

Black Caps out for 244, rain
stops play


http://www.abc.net.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/search/
http://www.abc.net.au/contact/
http://www.abc.net.au/backyard/
http://www.abc.net.au/health/
http://www.abc.net.au/sport/
http://www.abc.net.au/message/
http://www.abc.net.au/asiapacific/home/
http://www.abc.net.au/learn/
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/
http://www.abc.net.au/arts/
http://www.abc.net.au/public/
http://www.abc.net.au/science/
http://www.abc.net.au/tv/
http://www.abc.net.au/triplej/
http://www.abc.net.au/radio/
http://www.abc.net.au/children/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/topstories.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/justin/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/world/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/australia/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/business/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/politics/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/australia/weather/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/sport/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/health/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/arts/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/scitech/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/media/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/environment/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/news/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/indigenous/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/offbeat/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/indepth/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/forums/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/services/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/helpsitemap/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/broadbandnews/20050321_2010/realhq.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/broadbandnews/20050321_2010/realq.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/broadbandnews/20050321_2010/wmhq.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/broadbandnews/20050321_2010/wmlq.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/cgi-bin/common/printfriendly.pl?http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200412/s1265206.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/cgi-bin/common/printfriendly.pl?http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200412/s1265206.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/cgi-bin/common/mailto/mailto-nojs.pl
http://www.abc.net.au/cgi-bin/common/mailto/mailto-nojs.pl
http://www.abc.net.au/cgi-bin/common/printfriendly.pl?http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200412/s1265206.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/cgi-bin/common/printfriendly.pl?http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200412/s1265206.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/cgi-bin/common/mailto/mailto-nojs.pl
http://www.abc.net.au/cgi-bin/common/mailto/mailto-nojs.pl
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328485.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328485.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328513.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328513.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328298.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328298.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328414.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328414.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328450.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328450.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328440.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328440.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328476.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328476.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328429.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1328429.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1327976.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s1327976.htm

T-rays to detect WMDs, cancer. 14/12/2004. ABC News Online

Search

pOY
© 2004 Australian Broadcasting Corporation

This service may include material from Agence France-Presse (AFP), AAP(International), APTN, Reuters, CNN and
the BBC World Service which is copyright and cannot be reproduced.

AEDT = Australian Eastern Daylight Time which is 11 hours ahead of UTC (Greenwich Mean Time)
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