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The Some non Man. one of South Australia's most 
1ntngu1ng co ld cases, 1s back 1n the news.. Researchers 
bel1ove they aro ono step close r to identifying a man 
found dead on Adelf!lde's Somerton Beach 1n 1948 

At tho time, SA Pol1ce woro unable to put a name m 
the V1Ctlm or ascertam how he died. A coded message, 
which has novor boon crackod, may contain clues to 
has 1dent1ty and the reason for h•s death. 

In November 2013, Rachel Egan told "60 M mutes" that 
she boliovos lho Somorton M a" was her grandfalhor, 
who had an affa ir With her gran dmoth er, J esstc a 
Thomson. who lived closo to whera tha body was 
found. Jessaca Thomsen's phone number was found 
writmn in a book belonging to tho victim, along with 
the code message, but when questmned by police at 
the time. she do nio d knowing lho man. 

Har daughtar, kaw Thomson, who also ap peared on 
the program, sa1d that her moth er confessed that s~e 
did know the id antity of tha man. 

Professor Oe1 ek Abbon, y,ho has reitJVestlgated 1he 
case, says the dead man's ears and teeth have an 
unmistakable familial link to Rachel Egan's fa ther, who 
was lhe product of the affair between the Somerton 
.. 1an ahd Jessica Thotflson. 

Professor Ab bolt is currentiV lobbying the South 
Australian Government to have the So m erto n Man ·s 
body exhumed fo t (JNA testing. In a letle t ro the South 
Australian Attorney-General. he slllggestEd, "The 
illlper atalle to idehtifV this unkhown IT'lan is oh par with 
me current pracnce of 1den11fying umdentifled WWI 
and 'tNVtJ 11 91 ave s fot the b nn gi ng of closure to their 
tamilies, and there IS a considerable genera l public 
inter est in the case to do so.· 
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The Museum of Sydney is presenting a new 
eX'hlbttton - Suburban Noir- wh1ch eJCplores the raw, 
half·built Sydney of tho 1950s and early 60s through 
recently uncovererl c11me-scene amages from the 
NSW Polico Forensic Photography Archive. as well as 
contemporary artvvorks. The exh1b1t1on breaks wrth the 
tradition of presenting Sydney as a visual splendour, 
fmding mstead a more resented c1t'' The poltce 
photographs capruro tha spacas left behind. a moody 
catt!logue of vacant lots, empty roads, desolate 
inte1 iors and everyday fragments of lifa in lheso hard· 
bit'teA shces of Sydney 

The Museum of Sydney IS located at the corner of 
Phill1p and Bridgo Sttuts, Sydney. 

http ://www.hht net. au/mu s.eumslmos 
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