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CoroNERS AcT, 1935

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

AN INQUISITION taken for our Sovereign Lady the Queen at .....Coronsr's. Conrt,. ...
..................... Adelaide,..........in the State of South Australia, on the.17th.4&..21s8t..June,..19:9, "LF
day of...MareRy. ... 19 58 |, before.........THOMAS. ERSKINE. .CLELAND. ..o
a Justice of the Peace and a Coroner for the said State, concerning the ZzrixxX. kody.. found..on..
the. . shorematmSemerﬁanmonmxhemlstmnecamben,mlsuﬂ ................................... :

AND 1, the said Justice of the Peace and Coroner, do say that I am unable to say wheo
the deceased was, He died on the shere at Somerton en the lst December,

1948, I am unsble to say how he died er what was the cause of death.

In witness whereof the said Coroner has hereunto set and subscribed his hand and seal

the....fourteenth day of. March, 19 58.
7
/
Y f} b\/;{/ LA ‘;gﬂ

J.P., Coroner

1M—6.57 4286






INQUEST INTO THE DEATH OF A BODY LOCATED AT SOMERTON
ON 1.12.48,

REMARKS OF THE CITY CORONER ON OPENING THE
INQUEST.

The report I have received indicates -

1e that the identity of the deceased is quite unknown;
2. that his death was not natural;

B that it was probably caused by poison;

4. that it almost certainly was not accidental,

The slternatives to be considered, therefore, are whether
the deceased died by his own act, or by the act of soumeone else.

Because we do not know who he was we are ignorant of the
motives which may have actuated him or someone else. This ignorance
is a disadvantage in investigation, and it emphasizes the necessity
of ascertaining what is known and of recognizing what is only
inference,

The natural and simple explanation of the circumstances
which will be detailed in the evidence may be that the deceased died
by his own act, but as we are dealing with circumstances which are
not ordinary, it may be that the natural explanation is not the true
explanation,

Until the circumstances exclude the possibility that the
deceased died through the act of someone other than himself, the
possibility of murder must remain under consideration.

Consequently it is most necessary that in giving evidence
witnesses should be careful to distinguish between what they know
of their own knowledge, and what they infer from what they know,

I am required to find, if I can, who the deceased was,
and how when and where he died. I will, I fear, be unable to
answer these questions unless further evidence should be obtained.
For this reason I have directed that a cast be made of the
deceased's features, and that the cast be photographed. These
photographs may give a better idea of the deceased's appearance
than those which have been published previously, and they will be

available for publication.






-De

The deceased remains unknown despite the energies of the
police, and the wide publicity the death has received. It would
seem that the deceased has not been missed by anyone who knew him,
Perhaps he has not been missed because there appeared to be
sufficient reason for his disappearance from his usual surroundings -
such as the expressed intention of going elsewhere to live,

If the photographs, or the suggestion I have first made,
should lead any member of the public to believe he can supply
information which may be of assistance, will he please communicate

with the police.






NQUEST IHTO THE DEATI OF A BODY LOCATHED AT SOMERTON

= =

REMARKS OF THE CITY CORCHER AT ADJOURNMENT OF

The body of the deceased was found on the shore at
Somerton av about 7 a.m. on 1st December, 1948. Dr. Bennett
who examined it at 9.40 a.m., was of opinion that death occurred
round about 2 a.m.

The body was clad in clothes of fairly good gquality.
All tags which might have led to the diséovery of identity
had been removed. The deceased was lying on his back with
his feet towards the sea, his head and shoulders supported by
the sea wall. The head was inclined to its right and between
the right cheek and the right lapel of the coat was a partly
smoked cigaretie, but the coat was not scorched nor the cheek
blistered. The only articles in the clcthing were some
cigarettes and matches, two hzir combs, a packet ol chewing gum,
a single uncancelled railway ticket from Adelaide to Henley Beach,
a bus ticket which was proved to have been issued at about
11.15 a.m. on the 30th November on the Adelzide-Somerton bus and
which would have carried the holder ffom Adelaide to Somerton,
and lastly a piece of paper on which were printed the words
“ramam Shud®. This paper, which was in the fob pocket of the
trcusers; and which was not found for some time afterwards,
was, I am satisfied, torn from a copy of the second edition of
Fitzgerald's translation of the Rubaliyat of Cmar EKhyyam. The
printed words are the condluding words of the poem and mean
"The Ind.”

At 7 p.m. on the 30th November, a man was seen lying
precisely where the body was found and in a gimilar position.

e wan seen to raise his right arm to its full extent. The arm

Sk

fell limply. At about 7.30 p.m. & man and a girl saw the man

in the same place. They did not see him move, but one of them
gathered the impression that his position changed somewhat, and
that in & way that they could not ¢efine he was lying unnaturally.

A little over a month later an unclaimed suitcase was

found at the luggage office at the Adelaide Railway Station.






There was internal evidence that it had either belonged to the

deceased, or was connected with his death. Tags had been
removed from clothing, the clothes were of a size with those
found on the body, a similar and rather unusual thread had been
used to mend clothés in the suitcase and those on the body, and
there was other evidence which led to the conclusion.

It was thought that the deceased must have arrived by
train at the Adelaide Railway Station, left his case at the
luggage room, purchased a ticket for Henley Beach but missed
his train, and then travelled to Somerton by bus, Neither the
luggage room attendant, nor the officer who issued the Henley
Beach ticket, nor the bus conductor can remember seeing him.

No one has come forward to say th:ut he was seen at Somerton
between the arrival of the bus and 7 p.m.

A postmortem examination was made., Small vessels not
commonly observed in the brain were easily discernible with
congestion. The stomach was deeply congested; there was
superficial redness; small haemorrhages were present beneath
the mucosa. The heart was normal - the heart of a man in good‘
physical training. The muscle was quite tough and firm. It
was, if anything, contracted. There was extensive congestion
of the liver and spleen. A microscopic examination revealed
that the centres of the liver globules were destroyed. Dr. Dwyer
who made the postmortem examination was of the opinion that the
immediate cause of death was heart failure, but being unable to
find anything that would have caused heart failure, he concluded
that death was unnatural; and he retained appropriate specimens
from the body for analysis. But on analysis no common poison
was found,

Three mediecal witnesses are of opinion on the postmortem
findings that death was noit natural, The words "Tamam Shud"”
support this concluéion, and indeed put its accuracy beyond
reasonable doubt,. There was no indication of violence, arnd I am
compelled to the finding that death resulted from poiscon. But

what poison?






-

o doubt minimal doses of certain common poisons could
have caused death and have been eliminated from the body before
death. But on the expert evidence no such minimal dose could
have caused death so quickly, and a more massive dose would
certainly have left traces which would have been detected on
analysis,

The only poison which Sir Stanton Hicks can t hink of,
and which is consistent with the postmortem findings, is one of
the group he mentioned. But here again there are difficulties,
There was no vomit, although there was some evidence of convulsion,.

I have been discussing the circumstances on the footing
that the body found on the morning of the 1st December was that
of the man seen in the evening of the 30th November. But there
is really no proof that this was the case. None of the three
witnesses who speak of the evening of the 30th saw the man's
face, or indeed any part of his body that they can identify. IT
the body of the deceased was not that of the man mentioned and
if the body had been taken to the place where it was found, the
difficulties disappear. If this speculation, for it is nothing
more, should prove to be correct, the original assumption that it
was the deceased who left the suitcase at the luggage room, bcught
the rail and bus tickets, removed the clothing tabs, and put
the printed words YTamam Shud' in a pocket, would require revision.

The evidence is too inconclusive to warrant a finding.
There is no evidence as to who the deceased was, Although he
died during the night of the 30th November-ist December, I
cannot say where he died. I would be prepared to find that he
died from poison, that the poison was probably a glucoside and
that it was not accidentally administered; but I cannot say whether
it was administered by the deceased himself or by some other
PETSON,

I thebefore adjourn this inguest sine die.






the undermentioned wiilnesses

the body off an unknown man located at Somerton on 1-12-48
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Goroner’s Court Adelaide
seventeenth June
THOMAS ERBEKINE CLELAND
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